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(54) Apparatus, method and computer program for counting the number of accesses to a web 
page by different persons 



(57) A graphical access counter for encouraging 
users to repeatedly access a homepage is provided. In 
a flower-counter-number display area of the access 
counter, a flower counter value incremented by each 
access and reset at a predetermined period is dis- 
played. In a flower-counter- image display area, a plant 
image growing in accordance with the flower counter 
value is displayed. In a cumulative-counter display area, 
a cumulative counter value incremented by each access 
is displayed. In a comment display area, a message 
from a sever is displayed. The flower counter value and 
the cumulative counter value are incremented only by 
one a day even if the corresponding homepage is 
accessed a plurality of times within the same day. 



FIG. 5 



0 



START COUNTER N 
DISPLAY PROCESSING J 
I 

REQUEST COOKIE |S1 



COOKIE RECEIVED? 



S3 



START > 
SETTING? j 



YES 



xYES 



S10 



S16 j—^k COOKIE IS PROPEB7> 



SEND ERROR 
SCREEN 



INITIALIZE CUMULATIVE 
COUNTER VALUE 



S4 



/ LATEST ACCESS 



INITIALIZE FLOWER 
COUNTER VALUE 



S5 



| SELECT SEED | S6 
I C REATE^COOKl E jS7 



DATE IS TODAY? 



CY? / 



YES 



INCREMENT THE 
COUNTER VALUE 



S12 



/FLOWER COUNTER VALUE __ 
. EQUAL TO OR GREATER THAN 
\P RED ETERMINED VALUE? 

| YES 



£13 

k^nV* 0 -, 



PERFORM LUCKY 
CHANCE PROCESSING 



S14 



JjO/ FLOWER COUNTER VALUE \S15 
\ IS SMALLER THAN 32? / 



CM 

< 

CO 
CM 

o 

CD 

m 



SEND ACCESS 
COUNTER D ATA 



S8 



SEND COOKIE 
I 

C END ^ 



JS9 



Q_ 
LU 



Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.16.7 (HRSV3.6 



1 



EP 1 056 023 A2 



2 



Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to information 
processing apparatuses, methods therefor, and compu- 
ter programs, and more particularly, to an information s 
processing apparatus and a method therefor suitable for 
use in counting the number of accesses to a homepage 
by each person. The invention also relates to a compu- 
ter program implementing the above-described method. 
[0002] A typical access counter installed in an Inter- w 
net homepage, such as the one shown in Fig. 1, indi- 
cates the number of accesses to this homepage by 
unspecified people. This type of access counter is 
mainly for monitoring the popularity of the homepage by 
the creator thereof and also for demonstrating to people 15 
who have accessed the homepage its degree of popu- 
larity. 

[0003] Some access counters not only count the 
number of accesses made by unspecified people, but 
also count the number of accesses by a specific person 20 
(creator of the homepage), so that a virtual electronic 
organism grows on the homepage in accordance with 
the number of accesses, and a corresponding graphic 
image is displayed. 

[0004] This type of graphical access counter can 25 
encourage the creator of this homepage to access the 
homepage again, but not to unspecified people who 
have accessed the homepage. 

[0005] Accordingly, in view of the above back- 
ground, it is an object of at least preferred embodiments 30 
of the present invention to provide a graphical access 
counter which counts the number of accesses made to 
a homepage by each unspecified person and executes 
a predetermined event in accordance with the number 
of accesses, thereby encouraging people to access the 35 
homepage again. 

[0006] In order to achieve the above object, accord- 
ing to one aspect of the present invention, there is pro- 
vided an information processing apparatus to be 
accessed from a plurality of information terminals via a 40 
network. The information processing apparatus 
includes a generating component for generating first 
information in response to an access from one of the 
information terminals and for supplying the first informa- 
tion to the information terminal. A receiving component 45 
receives the first information sent from the information 
terminal. An incrementing component increments the 
number of accesses and the cumulative number of 
accesses, which are contained in the first information 
received by the receiving component, according to a so 
predetermined algorithm. An initializing component ini- 
tializes the number of accesses at a predetermined 
period. A sending component sends image information, 
indicating a virtual organism which grows in accordance 
with the number of accesses incremented by the incre- 55 
menting component, the number of accesses, and the 
cumulative number of accesses, to the information ter- 
minal. An event executing component executes a prede- 



termined event in accordance with one of the number of 
accesses and the cumulative number of accesses incre- 
mented by the incrementing component. 
[0007] The aforementioned incrementing compo- 
nent may increment the number of accesses by one a 
day in response to an access from the information ter- 
minal. 

[0008] The information processing apparatus may 
further include a detection component for detecting an 
abnormality of the first information. 
[0009] According to another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an information processing 
method for use in an information processing apparatus 
to be accessed from a plurality of information terminals 
via a network. The information processing method 
includes: a generating step of generating first informa- 
tion in response to an access from one of the informa- 
tion terminals and of supplying the first information to 
the information terminal; a receiving step of receiving 
the first information sent from the information terminal; 
an incrementing step of incrementing the number of 
accesses and the cumulative number of accesses, 
which are contained in the first information received in 
the receiving step, according to a predetermined algo- 
rithm; an initializing step of initializing the number of 
accesses at a predetermined period; a sending step of 
sending image information, indicating a virtual organism 
which grows in accordance with the number of 
accesses incremented in the incrementing step, the 
number of accesses, and the cumulative number of 
accesses, to the information terminal; and an event exe- 
cuting step of executing a predetermined event in 
accordance with one of the number of accesses and the 
cumulative number of accesses incremented in the 
incrementing step. 

[0010] According to stilt another aspect of the 
present invention, there is provided a computer program 
for processing accesses made from a plurality of infor- 
mation terminals via a network The computer program 
includes: a generating step o* generating first informa- 
tion in response to an access from one of the informa- 
tion terminals and of supplying in* first information to 
the information terminal a receiving step of receiving 
the first information sent from the information terminal; 
an incrementing step of incrementing the number of 
accesses and the cumulative number of accesses, 
which are contained in the first information received in 
the receiving step, according to a predetermined algo- 
rithm; an initializing step of initializing the number of 
accesses at a predetermined period; a sending step of 
sending image information, indicating a virtual organism 
which grows in accordance with the number of 
accesses incremented in the incrementing step, the 
number of accesses, and the cumulative number of 
accesses, to the information terminal; and an event exe- 
cuting step of executing a predetermined event in 
accordance with one of the number of accesses and the 
cumulative number of accesses incremented in the 
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incrementing step. 

[0011] According to the information processing 
apparatus, the information processing method, and the 
computer program, it is possible to implement a graphi- 
cal access counter for encouraging users to repeatedly 5 
access a homepage. 

[0012] Embodiments of the invention will now be 
described, by way of example only, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

10 

Fig. 1 illustrates an example of conventional access 
counters; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an example of 
the configuration of an information processing sys- 
tem incorporating an example embodiment of the 15 
present invention. 

Fig. 3 illustrates an access counter 1 1 installed in a 
homepage set in a server 1 ; 
Fig. 4 illustrates details of the access counter 1 1 ; 
Fig. 5 is a flow chart illustrating counter display 20 
processing performed by the information process- 
ing system; 

Fig. 6 illustrates a seed selection window 31 ; 

Fig. 7 illustrates seeds to be selected; 

Figs. 8A through 8D illustrate display examples of 25 

the access counter 1 1 ; 

Fig. 9 is a flow chart illustrating lucky chance 
processing; 

Fig. 10 illustrates an instant lottery window 41; 

Fig. 11 illustrates a winner registration window 51; 30 

and 

Figs. 12A through 12C illustrate media used for 
installing a program in a computer and for executing 
the program by the computer, 

35 

[0013] The present invention is described in detail 
below through illustration of a preferred embodiment. 
[0014] An example of the configuration of an infor- 
mation processing system incorporating the present 
invention is discussed below with reference to Fig. 2. 40 
This information processing system is formed of a 
server 1 and a plurality of personal computers 5-1 
through 5-n (hereinafter simply referred to as "PC 5" 
unless it is necessary to distinguish the PCs 5-1 through 
5-n from each other) connected to the server 1 via the 45 
Internet 4. 

[001 5] The server 1 is formed of a control unit 2 and 
a storage unit 3. The control unit 2 executes predeter- 
mined processing according to a server program and a 
common gateway interface (CGI) script stored in the so 
storage unit 3. The storage unit 3 stores the server pro- 
gram, a hypertext markup language (HTML) file imple- 
menting homepage images, a CGI script called from the 
HTML file, etc. The PC 5 can be connected to a prede- 
termined server via the Internet 4 by running a world 55 
wide web (WWW) browser stored on a built-in hard disk. 
[0016] The operation of this information processing 
system is as follows. When the WWW browser run by 



the PC 5-1 accesses a homepage set in the server 1 via 
the Internet 4, the control unit 2 of the server 1 reads the 
homepage HTML file from the storage unit 3 and sends 
it to the PC 5-1 via the Internet 4. The WWW browser of 
the PC 5-1 receives and opens the HTML file to display 
a corresponding homepage image (Fig. 23) on a display 
unit (not shown). 

[0017] Fig. 3 illustrates the homepage image corre- 
sponding to the HTML file sent from the server 1 to the 
PC 5-1 via the Internet 4. Fig. 3 shows that an access 
counter 11 is installed in this homepage. The access 
counter 1 1 is used for counting the number of accesses 
to this homepage from the PC 5-1 , and is formed of, as 
shown in Fig. 4, a flower-counter-number display area 
21, a flower-counter-image display area 22, a cumula- 
tive-counter display area 23, and a comment display 
area 24, 

[0018] In the flower-counter-number display area 
21 , a flower counter value incremented by each access 
and reset at a predetermined period (for example, every 
32 accesses) is indicated. In the flower-counter-image 
display area 22, a plant image grown in accordance with 
the flower counter value is displayed. In the cumulative- 
counter display area 23, a cumulative counter value 
incremented by each access is indicated. In the com- 
ment display area 24, a message from the server 1 is 
shown. The flower counter value and the cumulative 
counter value are incremented only by one a day even if 
this homepage is accessed a plurality of times within the 
same day. 

[0019] The counter display processing performed 
by this information processing system is described 
below with reference to the flow chart of Fig. 5. This 
counter display processing is started when the WWW 
browser run by the PC 5 accesses the homepage set in 
the server 1 and opens the HTML file, containing a com- 
mand for calling the CGI script, supplied from the server 
1 via the Internet 4. 

[0020] Upon opening the HTML file by the WWW 
browser of the PC 5, in step S1 , the CGI script executed 
by the control unit 2 of the server 1 requests the WWW 
browser to send a cookie. The cookie is a file which is 
sent to a WWW browser registered in access counter 
services and which is stored in the PC 5, in which ID 
information of the corresponding PC 5, the last access 
time and date, the cumulative counter value, the type of 
seed, the flower counter value, an event participating 
flag (described in detail below), and so on, are 
encrypted. 

[0021] In response to the request for sending the 
cookie, the cookie which has already been sent from the 
server 1 and stored in the PC 5 is sent to the server 1 
via the Internet 4. If, however, the cookie is not stored in 
the PC 5, i.e., if the WWW browser of the PC 5 is not 
registered in the access counter services, the corre- 
sponding information is sent to the server 1 . 
[0022] The CGI script determines in step S2 
whether the cookie has been received from the PC 5. If 
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the outcome of step S2 is no (if information indicating 
that the WWW browser of the PC 5 is not registered in 
the access counter services has been received), the 
process proceeds to step S3. 

[0023] In step S3, the CGI script sends initial image 5 
data of the access counter 11 shown in Fig. 4 to the 
WWW browser via the Internet 4. The WWW browser 
then displays the initial image of the access counter 1 1 
on the display unit. 

[0024] In the comment display area 24 of the initial 10 
image of the access counter 11, a message "counter 
start setting", which is to be clicked when registering in 
the access counter services, is displayed. When the 
message "counter start setting" is clicked, the corre- 
sponding information is sent to the CGI script via the 15 
Internet 4. 

[0025] The CGI script waits until the WWW browser 
user is registered in the access counter services (until 
the counter start is set) by clicking the message "coun- 
ter start setting" of the comment display area 24. If the 20 
CGI script determines that the counter start setting is 
completed, the process proceeds to step S4. 
[0026] In step S4, the CGI script initializes the 
cumulative counter value to one. In step S5, the CGI 
script initializes the flower counter value to one, and 25 
sets the event participating flag to 0. In step S6, the CGI 
script transmits image data of a seed selection window 
31 (Fig. 6) to the WWW browser via the Internet 4, and 
the WWW browser displays the seed selection window 
31 on the display unit. 30 
[0027] In the seed selection window 31, as shown 
in Fig. 6, three types of flowers to be selected, i.e., 
pansy, sunflower, and gentian, and buttons 32, 33, and 
34 to be clicked when selecting the corresponding types 
of flower seeds are displayed. In clicking one of the but- 35 
tons 32, 33, and 34, the corresponding information is 
sent to the CGI script via the Internet 4. The types of 
flower seeds to be selected are updated every two 
months, as shown in Fig. 7. 

[0028] In step S7, the CGI script creates the cookie 40 
in which the ID information of the PC 5 running the 
WWW browser, the last access time and date, the 
cumulative counter value, the type of seed, the flower 
counter value, event participating flag, etc., are 
encrypted. 45 
[0029] In step S8, the CGI script sends to the 
WWW browser via the Internet 4 image data of the 
access counter 1 1 (in this case, the image shown in Fig. 
8A) corresponding to the information described in the 
cookie. More specifically, the image of the access coun- so 
ter 1 1 includes the flower counter value in the flower- 
counter-number display area 21, the type of seed and 
the flower image corresponding to the flower counter 
value in the flower-counter-image display area 22, the 
cumulative counter value in the cumulative-counter dis- 55 
play area 23, and a message from the server 1 to the 
WWW browser user in the conunent display area 24. 
The WWW browser then displays the access counter 1 1 



on the display unit. 

[0030] In step S9, the CGI script sends the cookie 
created in step S7 to the WWW browser via the Internet 
4. The WWW browser then stores the received cookie 
in a storage medium built in the PC 5. 
[0031] If it is found in step S2 that the cookie has 
been received from the PC 5, the process proceeds to 
step S10. The CGI script then determines in step S10 
according to a predetermined method whether the 
received cookie is proper (whether it has not been ille- 
gally tampered with). If the result of step S10 is yes, the 
process proceeds to step S1 1 . 

[0032] The CGI script determines in step S11 
whether the last access time and date described in the 
cookie is today. If the outcome is no, the process pro- 
ceeds to step S12. 

[0033] In step S12, the CGI script increments the 
cumulative counter value and the flower counter value 
described in the cookie by one. The CGI script then 
determines whether the flower counter value is equal to 
or greater than a predetermined number (for example, 
21). If the result of step S12 is yes, the process pro- 
ceeds to step S14 in which the CGI script executes 
lucky chance processing. 

[0034] The lucky chance is given to users who have 
accessed the homepage a predetermined number of 
times, for example, a chance to participate in a prize 
winning event. Details of the lucky chance processing 
are discussed below with reference to the flow chart of 
Fig. 9. 

[0035] It is first determined in step S21 by reading 
the event participating flag described in the cookie 
whether the user has participated in the event. If it is 
found that the user has not yet participated in the event 
since the event participating flag indicates 0, the proc- 
ess proceeds to step S22. 

[0036] In step S22, the CGI script sends the screen 
data of an instant lottery window 41, such as the one 
shown in Fig. 10, to the WWW browser via the Internet 
4. The WWW browser then displays the instant lottery 
window 41 on the display unit. 

[0037] A "TAKE A CHANCE GO!" button 42, which 
is clicked when the user participates in the event, is indi- 
cated on the instant lottery window 41 . When the "TAKE 
A CHANCE GO!" button 42 is clicked, the correspond- 
ing information is sent to a CGI script via the Internet 4. 
[0038] The CGI script determines in step S22 
whether the user has applied for participation in the 
event by clicking the "TAKE A CHANCE GO!" button 42. 
If the result of step S22 is yes, the process proceeds to 
step S23. 

[0039] In step S23, the CGI script sets the event 
participating flag described in the cookie to 1. Subse- 
quently, the CGI script determines the result of the 
instant lottery, i.e., whether the user has won or lost, 
according to a predetermined technique, for example, 
using random numbers. If the CGI script determines 
that the user has won, the process proceeds to step 
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S25. In step S25, the CGI script sends winner screen 
data to the WWW browser via the Internet 4. The WWW 
browser then displays the winner screen on the display 
unit. A winner registration window 51 shown in Fig. 1 1 is 
linked to the winner screen. 5 
[0040] The WWW browser determines in step S26 
whether the user has applied for the winner registration 
by clicking the winner screen. If the outcome of step 
S26 is yes, the process proceeds to step S27. 
[0041] In step S27, the WWW browser requests the 10 
server 1 to send the winner registration window 51 
linked to the winner screen. In response to this request, 
the server program of the server 1 sends the HTML data 
corresponding to the winner registration window 51 to 
the WWW browser via the Internet 4. The WWW 15 
browser then displays the winner registration window 51 
on the display unit. 

[0042] In the winner registration window 51, col- 
umns for inputting information concerning the WWW 
browser user, and a send button 52 to be clicked when 20 
sending the input information are shown. 
[0043] in step S28 p the WWW browser user inputs 
the predetermined information in the input columns of 
the winner registration window 51 and clicks the send 
button 52. Then, the input information is sent to a CGI 25 
script of the server 1 via the Internet 4. The CGI script 
registers (records) the information of the winner, which 
is used for the subsequent processing, such as deliver- 
ing the prize. 

[0044] If it is found in step S24 that the user has lost 30 
in the instant lottery, the process proceeds to step S29. 
In step S29, the CGI script sends loser screen data to 
the WWW browser via the Internet 4. The WWW 
browser then displays the loser screen on the display 
unit, and the process returns to step S15 of Fig. 5. 35 
[0045] If it is found in step S21 that the user has 
already participated in the event since the event partici- 
pating flag indicates 1, or in step S22 that the user has 
decided not to apply for participation in the event when 
the instant lottery window 41 is closed, or in step S26 40 
that the user has decided not to register as a winner by 
erasing the winner screen without clicking, the lucky 
chance processing is completed, and the process 
returns to step S15 of Fig. 5. 

[0046] The CGI script determines in step S15 45 
whether the flower counter value is smaller than 32. If 
the result of step S15 is yes, the process proceeds to 
step S8. 

[0047] In step S8, a CGI script sends to the WWW 
browser via the Internet 4 the image data of the access so 
counter 11 (for example, the image shown in Fig. 8C) 
corresponding to the information described in the 
cookie. When the flower counter value reaches a prede- 
termined number (21) and when the event participating 
flag indicates 0, the message "LUCKY CHANCE" is 55 
indicated, as shown in Fig. 8C, in the comment display 
area 24 of the access counter 1 1 . 
[0048] If it is found in step S10 that the received 



cookie is not proper, the process proceeds to step S16. 
Then, in step S16, a CGI script sends error display 
screen data of the access counter 11, such as the one 
shown in Fig. 8D, to the WWW browser via the Internet 
4. Thereafter, the process returns to step S3, and the 
corresponding processing is repeated. 
[0049] If it is found in step S11 that the last access 
time and date described in the cookie is today, steps 
S12 through S15 are skipped, 

[0050] If it is determined in step S13 that the flower 
counter value is smaller than the predetermined value, 
step S14 is skipped. It may be determined in step S13 
whether the cumulative counter value is equal to or 
greater than a predetermined value. 
[0051] If it is found in step S1 5 that the flower coun- 
ter value is not smaller than 32, the process returns to 
step S5, and the corresponding processing is repeated. 
[0052] By executing the above-described counter 
display processing, every time the user of one of the 
PCs 5-1 through 5-n accesses the homepage set in the 
server 1, the user's own access counter counts the 
number of accesses, and not only the counter value, but 
also a growing plant image is displayed. In accessing 
the homepage a predetermined number of times, the 
user is able to participate in the prize-winning instant 
lottery, thereby encouraging the user to access the 
homepage again. 

[0053] In the above-described counter display 
processing, the counters are incremented by only one a 
day. However, the increment of the counter may be 
changed by the user. 

[0054] In the foregoing embodiment, every time the 
user accesses the homepage, the user's own access 
counter counts. However, the user's own access coun- 
ter may count every time the user executes processing 
relating to the homepage. Alternatively, a combination 
of accessing the homepage and executing processing 
relating to the homepage may be reflected in the coun- 
ter value. Processing relating to the homepage may 
include sending predetermined information to the 
server in which the homepage is set, purchasing arti- 
cles or services sold on the homepage, and a combina- 
tion of both processing. The predetermined information 
sent to the server may include user's individual attribute 
information and user's taste information. 
[0055] The above-described access counter does 
not function for WWW browsers which are not compati- 
ble with cookies. 

[0056] The aforementioned processing may be exe- 
cuted not only by software, but also by hardware. In exe- 
cuting the processing by software, programs forming 
the software are installed in a computer integrated into 
the server 1 (equivalent to the control unit 2), which 
serves as dedicated hardware, or in a computer which 
fulfills various functions by installing the programs, for 
example, a general-purpose PC. 

[0057] A description is now given, with reference to 
Figs. 12A through 12C, of media used for installing a 
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program implementing the above-described processing 
in a computer and for executing the program by the 
computer. 

[0058] The program may be provided to the user, as 
illustrated in Fig. 12A, by being installed in a hard disk 5 
102 or a semiconductor memory 103 used as a record- 
ing medium integrated into a computer 101. 
[0059] Alternatively, the program may be provided 
as package software by being temporally or perma- 
nently stored, as shown in Fig. 12B, in a recording 10 
medium, such as a floppy disk 1 1 1 , a compact disc-read 
only memory (CD-ROM) 112, a magneto optical (MO) 
disk 113, a digital versatile disc (DVD) 1 14, a magnetic 
disk 1 15, or a semiconductor memory 116. 
[0060] The program may be transferred, as shown 15 
in Fig. 12C. from a download site 121 to a computer 123 
by radio via a satellite 122, or by cable or radio via a net- 
work 131, such as a local area network (LAN) or the 
Internet, so as to be stored in a hard disk built in the 
computer 123. 20 
[0061] The media discussed in the specification 
encompass the broadest concept including the above- 
described media. 

[0062] The steps forming the program provided by 
the media may be executed according to the time-series 25 
order described in the specification. Alternatively, the 
above-described steps may not be executed in time- 
series order, and may be executed individually or in par- 
allel. 

[0063] In this specification, the system means the 30 
entire apparatus formed of a plurality of devices. 
[0064] In so far as the embodiments of the invention 
described above are implemented, at least in part, 
using software-controlled data processing apparatus, it 
will be appreciated that a computer program providing 35 
such software control and a storage medium by which 
such a computer program is stored are envisaged as 
aspects of the present invention. 

Claims 40 

1. An information processing apparatus to be 
accessed from a plurality of information terminals 
via a network, comprising: 

45 

a generating component for generating first 
information in response to an access from one 
of the information terminals and for supplying 
the first information to the information terminal; 
a receiving component for receiving the first so 
information sent from the information terminal; 
an incrementing component for incrementing 
the number of accesses and the cumulative 
number of accesses, which are contained in 
the first information received by said receiving 55 
component, according to a predetermined 
algorithm; 

an initializing component for initializing the 
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number of accesses at a predetermined 
period; 

a sending component for sending image infor- 
mation, indicating a virtual organism which 
grows in accordance with the number of 
accesses incremented by said incrementing 
component, the number of accesses, and the 
cumulative number of accesses, to the informa- 
tion terminal; and 

an event executing component for executing a 
predetermined event in accordance with one of 
the number of accesses and the cumulative 
number of accesses incremented by said incre- 
menting component. 

2. An information processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said incrementing component 
increments the number of accesses by one a day in 
response to an access from the information termi- 
nal. 

3. An information processing apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein the first information comprises a 
cookie which includes at least one of identification 
information of the information terminal, the number 
of accesses, the cumulative number of accesses, 
and an event participating flag. 

4. An information processing apparatus according to 
claim 3. further comprising a detection component 
for detecting an abnormality of the first information. 

5. An information processing method for use in an 
information processing apparatus to be accessed 
from a plurality of information terminals via a net- 
work, comprising: 

a generating step of generating first information 
in response to an access from one of the infor- 
mation terminals and of supplying the first infor- 
mation to the information terminal; 
a receiving step of receiving the first informa- 
tion sent from the information terminal; 
an incrementing step of incrementing the 
number of accesses and the cumulative 
number of accesses, which are contained in 
the first information received in said receiving 
step, according to a predetermined algorithm; 
an initializing step of initializing the number of 
accesses at a predetermined period; 
a sending step of sending image information, 
indicating a virtual organism which grows in 
accordance with the number of accesses incre- 
mented in said incrementing step, the number 
of accesses, and the cumulative number of 
accesses, to the information terminal; and 
an event executing step of executing a prede- 
termined event in accordance with one of the 
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number of accesses and the cumulative 
number of accesses incremented in said incre- 
menting step. 



6. A computer program for processing accesses made s 
from a plurality of information terminals via a net- 
work, comprising: 



a generating step of generating first information 
in response to an access from one of the infor- w 
mation terminals and of supplying the first infor- 
mation to the information terminal; 
a receiving step of receiving the first informa- 
tion sent from the information terminal; 
an incrementing step of incrementing the is 
number of accesses and the cumulative 
number of accesses, which are contained in 
the first information received in said receiving 
step, according to a predetermined algorithm; 
an initializing step of initializing the number of 20 
accesses at a predetermined period; 
a sending step of sending image information, 
indicating a virtual organism which grows in 
accordance with the number of accesses incre- 
mented in said incrementing step, the number 25 
of accesses, and the cumulative number of 
accesses, to the information terminal; and 
an event executing step of executing a prede- 
termined event in accordance with one of the 
number of accesses and the cumulative 30 
number of accesses incremented in said incre- 
menting step. 
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